
The following Ordinance was adopted at the Holland Charter Township Board meeting held on 
August 19, 2021 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 623 

A FRANCHISE, granting to GREAT LAKES ENERGY COOPERATIVE, its successors 

and assigns, the right, power, and authority to lay, maintain, and operate electric and fiber 

lines, poles, and services on, along, across, and under the highways, streets, alleys, bridges, 

and other public places, and to conduct a local electric, broadband, and communication 

business in the Charter Township of Holland, Ottawa County, Michigan for a period of 

thirty years. 

 

The Charter Township of Holland ORDAINS: 

 

Section 1. Grant of Franchise. The Charter Township of Holland, located in Ottawa 

County, Michigan (the “Township”) grants to Great Lakes Energy Cooperative, its subsidiaries, 

successors, and assigns (the “Company”) consent, permission, right, and authority to construct, 

lay, operate, maintain, use, and replace electric, fiber, and other communication lines, poles, 

cables, conduits, appliances, buildings, and other necessary works in the highways, streets, alleys, 

bridges, and other public places in the Township.  The Township grants the Company a non-

exclusive franchise to transact local business in the Township for the purposes of producing, 

storing, transmitting, selling, and distributing electricity and broadband communication services 

into and through the Township. 

 

All construction performed by the Company shall be in accordance with all applicable 

laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations to which the construction is subject and not exempt, 

including but without limitation all ordinances and regulations of the Township. In addition, as a 

general matter, the Company shall comply with all of the Township’s ordinances and regulations 

from which the Company is not exempt; provided, however, that nothing herein shall be construed 

as a waiver of the Company’s existing or future rights under state or federal law. 

 

Section 2.  Consideration. In consideration of the rights, power, and authority granted 

by this Ordinance, the Company shall faithfully perform all things required by the Ordinance. 

Section 3. Conditions.  

 

A. No highway, street, alley, bridge, or other public place used by the Company shall 

be obstructed longer than necessary during the work of construction or repair, and 

each place shall be restored to the same order and condition as when the work was 

commenced. To the extent this requirement is not inconsistent with other legal 

obligations placed upon the Company, construction by the Company in the right-

of-way or other public place shall be suitably barricaded and lighted to prevent 

accidents. All of the Company’s structures and equipment shall be placed on either 

side of the right-of-way so as not to unnecessarily interfere with its use for 

transportation purposes. 
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 B. Before commencing the laying of electric, fiber, and other communication lines, 

poles, cables, and conduits which will require excavation in or the closing of any 

public highway, street, alley, bridge, or other public place, the Company shall 

provide the Township with notice, including a description of the work to be 

performed, to allow the Township reasonable opportunity to respond to the effects 

of the work upon municipal services and public safety. This notice requirement 

shall not apply to the installation of such services or to the work performed on 

privately owned property. 

 

 C. Nothing in this Section shall preclude the Company from immediately commencing 

construction or repair work when deemed necessary to prevent imminent danger to 

life or property. In that case, the Company shall notify the Township of the 

construction or repair work as soon as reasonably practical. 

 

 D. The Company and its contractors and subcontractors shall, at the Company’s own 

cost and expense, relocate or remove the lines and/or equipment from public rights-

of-way whenever the use of such public rights-of-way by the public for installation 

of public improvements, such as but not limited to drains, sewers, water mains or 

pipes, road construction, grading, or repair, makes such relocation or removal 

necessary. Nothing in this subsection D shall be construed as a waiver by the 

Company of any of its existing or future rights under state or Federal law. 

Furthermore, nothing in this subsection D shall restrict or impair the Company’s 

rights under any applicable statutes or laws regarding the vacation or relocation of 

public streets. 

 

Section 4. Force Majeure. The Company shall not be liable for failure to furnish 

service as herein provided, or for any breach of the Company’s obligations hereunder, if such 

failure or breach is caused by acts of God, or any other causes or contingencies not reasonably 

within the control of the Company. 

 

Section 5. Hold Harmless. The Company shall at all times keep and save the 

Township and its Township Board, officers, employees, and agents free and harmless from all loss, 

costs, and expense to which they may be subject by reason of the permission granted by this 

Ordinance; the Company’s negligent construction and negligent maintenance of the structures and 

equipment authorized by this Ordinance; or any act or omission of the Company or its contractors.  

If any action is commenced against the Township, the Township Board, or the Township officers, 

employees, or agents for any reason described in this Section, the Company shall, upon notice, 

defend the Township, the Township Board, and the Township officers, employees, and agents and 

save them free and harmless from all loss, cost, and damage arising out of any such action, 

including reasonable attorney fees. 

 

Section 6. Franchise Not Exclusive. The rights, power, and authority granted by the 

franchise through this Ordinance are not exclusive, and nothing contained in this Ordinance shall 

prevent the Township from granting other non-exclusive electric or broadband franchises. 
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Section 7. Franchise Revocable. The franchise granted by this Ordinance is subject 

to revocation upon 60 days written notice by the party desiring such revocation. 

 

Section 8. Repealer. This Ordinance, when accepted and published as herein 

provided, shall repeal and supersede the provisions of any ordinance adopted by the Township 

Board, and any amendments to that ordinance, whereby an electric, fiber, and other 

communication franchise was granted to the Company. 

 

Section 9. Severability and Captions. This Ordinance and its various parts, 

Sections, subsections, sentences, phrases, and clauses are declared to be severable. If any part, 

Section, subsection, sentence, phrase, or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, the 

remainder of the Ordinance shall not be affected. The captions included at the beginning of 

each Section are for convenience only and shall not be considered a part of this Ordinance . 

 

Section 10. Administrative Liability. No officer, agent, Township Board member, 

or employee of the Township shall be rendered personally liable for any damage that may 

occur to any person as a result of any act, decision, or other consequence or occurrence arising 

out of the discharge of duties and responsibilities pursuant to this Ordinance. 

 

Section 11. Effective Date. This Ordinance was approved and adopted by the 

Township Board on August 19, 2021, after a first reading and publication after that first reading 

as required by Michigan law. This Ordinance shall take effect upon the date after the date of 

its publication. However, it shall cease and be of no effect 60 days after its adoption unless 

within that period the Company accepts the Ordinance in writing filed with the Township 

Clerk.  Upon acceptance and publication, this Ordinance shall constitute a contract between 

the Township and the Company. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

Terry Nienhuis, Township Supervisor  Michael Dalman, Township Clerk 


