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The following Fireworks Amendment Ordinance was adopted at the  

Holland Charter Township Board Meeting on September 5, 2013. 

 

ORDINANCE NO.: 542 

 

 

FIREWORKS ORDINANCE 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP OF HOLLAND, MICHIGAN, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 18-69 (D) 

AND TO REMOVE SECTION 18-69 (E), TO COMPLY WITH THE 

AMENDMENTS TO THE MICHIGAN FIREWORKS SAFETY ACT, ACT 256 OF 

2011 (MCL 28.457) WHICH WERE ADOPTED BY THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 

AND BECAME EFFECTIVE ON JUNE 19, 2013. 

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HOLLAND, COUNTY OF OTTAWA, STATE OF 

MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 

 

SECTION 1.  Amendment to Chapter 18, Article III.  Sec. 18-69 shall be added in its 

entirety as follows:  

 

 

Sec. 18-69.  Fireworks. 

 

(a) Intent.  To regulate the ignition, discharge, and use of consumer fireworks within Holland 

Charter Township in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Michigan Fireworks Safety 

Act, Act 256 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 2011 (MCL 28.451 et. seq.), as it may be 

amended from time-to-time.    

 

(b) Definitions.  The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a 

different meaning:  

 

Act means the Michigan Fireworks Safety Act, Act 256 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 2011 

(MCL 28.451 et. seq.), as it may be amended from time-to-time. 

 

Alcoholic Liquor means that term as defined in Section 1d of the Michigan Vehicle Code, Public 

Act 300 of 1949 (MCL 257.1d), as amended.  

 

Articles Pyrotechnic means pyrotechnic devices for professional use that are similar to consumer 

fireworks in chemical composition and construction but not intended for consumer use and are 

identified as such in the Act.   

 

Consumer Fireworks means fireworks devices that are designed to produce visible effects by 

combustion, that are required to comply with the construction, chemical composition, and labeling 

regulations promulgated by the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission and are 

identified as such in the Act.  Consumer fireworks do not include low-impact fireworks. 
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Controlled Substance means that term as defined in Section 8b of the Michigan Vehicle Code, 

Public Act 300 of 1949 (MCL 257.8b), as amended. 

 

Display Fireworks means large fireworks devices that are explosive materials intended for use in 

fireworks displays and designed to produce visible or audible effects by combustion, deflagration, 

or detonation and are identified as such in the Act. 

 

Firework or Fireworks as defined by the Act means any composition or device, except for a 

starting pistol, a flare gun, or a flare, designed for the purpose of producing visible or audible effect 

by combustion, deflagration, or detonation.  Fireworks consist of consumer fireworks, low-impact 

fireworks, articles pyrotechnic, display fireworks, and special effects. 

 

Low-Impact Fireworks means ground and handheld sparkling devices as identified in the Act.    

 

Minor means an individual who is less than 18 years of age. 

 

National Holiday means any of the following legal public holidays: 

New Year’s Day, January 1st 

Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., the third Monday in January 

Washington’s Birthday, the third Monday in February 

Memorial Day, the last Monday in May 

Independence Day, July 4th 

Labor Day, the first Monday in September 

Columbus Day, the second Monday in October 

Veterans Day, November 11 

Thanksgiving Day, the fourth Thursday in November 

Christmas Day, December 25 

 

Person means an individual, agent, association, charitable organization, limited liability company, 

corporation, labor organization, legal representative, partnership, unincorporated organization, or 

any other legal or commercial entity. 

 

Retailer means any person who sells consumer fireworks or low-impact fireworks for resale to an 

individual for ultimate use. 

 

Special Effects means a combination of chemical elements or chemical compounds capable of 

burning independently of the oxygen of the atmosphere and designed and intended to produce an 

audible, visual, mechanical, or thermal effect as an integral part of a motion picture, radio, 

television, theatrical, or opera production or live entertainment. 

 

Wholesaler means any person who sells consumer fireworks or low-impact fireworks to a retailer 

or any other person for resale.  Wholesaler does not include a person who sells only display 

fireworks or special effects. 

 

(c) Sale of Fireworks.  A retailer or other person may not sell consumer fireworks unless such person 

has obtained, and has in effect, a valid consumer fireworks certificate as required by the Act.  A 

retailer or other person may not sell low-impact fireworks unless that person is actively registered 

on the low impact fireworks retail registry as required by the Act.   
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(d) Ignition, discharge, and use of consumer fireworks.  A person may ignite, discharge, or use 

consumer fireworks on the day preceding, the day of, and the day after a national holiday, in 

accordance with state and federal laws and applicable township ordinances.  On any other day, a 

person may not ignite, discharge, or use consumer fireworks in Holland Charter Township.  

Consumer fireworks shall not be ignited, discharged, or used between the hours of one o’clock 

(1:00) a.m. and eight o’clock (8:00) a.m.   

 

(e) Prohibition on or near certain property.  A person shall not ignite, discharge, or use consumer 

fireworks upon another person’s property or within fifteen (15) feet of another person’s property 

without the expressed or written consent of such property owner.  A person shall not ignite, 

discharge, or use consumer fireworks in a public street or public street right-of-way, a public park, 

school property, or any other place of public assembly without the expressed or written consent of 

such property owner. 

 

(f) Rubbish resulting from the ignition, discharge, and use of fireworks.  Rubbish resulting from the 

ignition, discharge, and use of fireworks shall be contained on the property in which the fireworks 

are ignited, discharged, or used and shall be properly disposed of.  If rubbish resulting from the 

ignition, discharge, and use of fireworks is deposited onto neighboring properties, road right-of-

way, or other areas, it shall be promptly removed and properly disposed of.    

 

(g) Possession by or sale to a minor.  Consumer fireworks shall not be sold to a minor.  A minor shall 

not possess, ignite, discharge, or use consumer fireworks except while in the presence and under 

the control of parent, guardian, or other responsible adult.  

 

(h) Prohibited conduct.  A person shall not recklessly endanger the life, health, safety, or well-being 

of any person or property by the ignition, discharge, or use of consumer fireworks.  Furthermore, 

a person shall not ignite, discharge, or use consumer fireworks under the following circumstances: 

 

(1) While under the influence of alcoholic liquor, a controlled substance, or any combination 

thereof. 

 

(2) During periods of drought or other hazardous conditions as determined by the township’s 

Fire Chief, or other designated fire official. 

 

(i) Compliance with local, state, and federal law requirements.  Unless otherwise provided herein, a 

retailer or wholesaler of fireworks must comply with all applicable local, state, and federal 

requirements.  Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to relieve a person of any duties 

or obligations imposed under those entities. 

 

(j) Penalty.  A violation of this chapter shall be punishable as a municipal civil infraction subject to 

the penalties set forth under sections 1-11 and 1-13 of the Holland Charter Township Code of 

Ordinances and shall be deemed a nuisance per se.  

 

(k) Severance clause.  If a section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this chapter is, for any 

reason, held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 

remaining portions of this code.   

 

 

SECTION 2.  Effective date. 
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This Ordinance was approved and adopted by the Township Board of Holland Charter Township, 

Ottawa County, Michigan on September 5, 2013 after introduction and first reading on August 15, 2013 

and publication after first reading as required by Act 359 of the Michigan Public Acts of 1947, as amended.  

This Ordinance shall be effective on September 20, 2013. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Township Supervisor 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Township Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATE 
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 We, Terry Nienhuis and Michael Dalman, the Supervisor and Clerk, respectively, for the Charter 

Township of Holland, Ottawa County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing Holland Charter 

Township Ordinance Amendment was adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board held on 

September 5, 2013.  The following members of the Township Board were present at the meeting:  Nienhuis, 

Dalman, Bush, Becker, Hossink, Nykamp, and TeSlaa.  The following members of the Township Board 

were absent:  None.  The Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board with all members present voting 

in favor and no members of the Board voting in opposition.  The Ordinance was published in the Holland 

Sentinel on September 11, 2013. 

 

 

_________________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Terry Nienhuis, Township Supervisor   Michael Dalman, Township Clerk 

 

 
 


